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on the face with the full force of his paw, badly scarring his
face. At the same time a volley came whizzing overhead,
It was only by a miracle that I wasn't hit. I learnt later
that none of the party had the slightest idea that I was
directly in the line of fire. They hadn't noticed me bob
down, and the native was lying helpless nursing his face a
few feet away. The leopard was untouched and made a
clean get-away.
I picked myself up and called out. The others came
running up, and I indicated the wounded native, who I
could see was in a shocking state. He was removed to
hospital as soon as possible, and in the meantime it began
to dawn on the party that both of us might have been shot.
But not even that possibility seemed to lessen the joy of the
chase for these hardened men, who failed to utter a word of
sympathy for the native and regarded me almost as an out-
sider. One retired major whispered in my ear: " It's
lucky for you that we're all d-----d bad shots! " He added
that I should never be nearer to fire than I was then if I
lived to be a hundred.  I believed him.
Meanwhile the natives were busying themselves with the
other leopard, who had dutifully fallen into the pit, but in
the process of lowering the other net, some of the men had
been standing too near the edge. Anyway, the sides of the
pit gave in, and one or two men fell with the net into the
pit. The animal was trapped all right between the two
nets, but in an understandable rage he clawed the natives
who were now lying on top of him. It was easy for him to
thrust his claws through the upper net and tear the bare
flesh of his captors. One of the men was Klled outright,
while the other was badly mauled. While this was going
on I was walking towards the pit with the Major, and when
we arrived on the scene, one of my own officers took me
aside to ask how I felt after my experience.
" As soon as the boys have secured the leopard, we're
going back to the bungalow for an early lunch before
making the return trip.  The natives will get away as soon
as possible, and we shall follow later."                              t
"Tin sorry, sir/' I said, " but I'd rather not have lunch